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giving patients access to a large net-
work of doctors across the country. It
would also benefit employers. Around
half of Californians receive their
health insurance through their work.
The Choose Medicare Act would give
them more options, allowing large em-
ployers to choose a plan modeled on
traditional Medicare for their workers.
Just as they do now, employers would
cover a portion of the cost of their em-
ployees’ coverage.

Having access to this new public op-
tion would increase competition and
choice in the employer market, and the
public plan’s negotiating power would
help reduce health costs for employers,
not just individuals. Moreover, our bill
would ensure that people who receive
their health coverage through the pub-
lic option would be able to keep their
health insurance when they change em-
ployers. Americans would no longer
feel stuck in low-paying jobs because
they are worried about losing their
health insurance.

The Choose Medicare Act would also
provide funding for a new reinsurance
program to partially offset the high
healthcare costs paid by insurers for
the sickest individuals. This reinsur-
ance program would improve insurer
participation in the Affordable Care
Act exchanges and lower premiums for
everyone. It would also give States the
option to use this funding to address
high out of-pocket costs, such as co-
payments, coinsurance, premiums, and
deductibles.

I am proud to note that this bill in-
cludes rate review legislation I have
previously introduced to help keep in-
surance premiums down. Rather than
allowing American workers to suffer
under excessive premium increases, our
bill would give the Secretary of Health
and Human Services the authority to
review, modify, and reject unjustified
premium increases in States where the
insurance commissioner does not have
that authority.

This review process has already been
successful in States where it was im-
plemented. Our bill would ensure that
everyone, regardless of where they live,
is protected from unreasonable pre-
miums increases.

The rising cost of drug pricing is also
a huge problem in our healthcare sys-
tem. Our bill would give the Secretary
of Health and Human Services the au-
thority to negotiate lower drug prices
with manufacturers, reducing the
amount patients pay at the pharmacy.

After 1 year of negotiations, if the
Secretary and drug manufacturers are
unable to agree on a fair price, the Sec-
retary will then be able to use the price
that the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs or other Federal agencies that
purchase prescription drugs already
use.

Finally, our bill would protect Amer-
ica’s seniors enrolled in traditional
Medicare from unlimited out-of-pocket
costs by adding an annual out-of-pock-
et maximum for what they can pay.
Seniors would no longer be burdened

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

with mounting medical costs because
they are enrolled in Medicare instead
of private insurance.

I want to thank Senator MERKLEY
and Senator MURPHY for leading our ef-
forts on this important legislation. I
urge my colleagues to join us in sup-
porting this much-needed, common-
sense bill to strengthen the Affordable
Care Act, give consumers more choices
when picking their healthcare plan,
and make healthcare more affordable
for all.

———

JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING
RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, on April
30, 2019, the Joint Committee on Print-
ing organized, elected a chair, a vice
chair, and adopted committee rules for
the 116th Congress. Members of the
Joint Committee on Printing elected
Representative ZOE LOFGREN as chair
and Senator ROY BLUNT as vice chair.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 2,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I
ask unanimous consent that a copy of
the committee rules be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING—116TH
CONGRESS
RULE I.—COMMITTEE RULES

(a) The rules of the Senate and House inso-
far as they are applicable, shall govern the
Committee.

(b) The Committee’s rules shall be pub-
lished in the Congressional Record as soon as
possible following the Committee’s organiza-
tional meeting in each odd-numbered year.

(c) Where these rules require a vote of the
members of the Committee, polling of mem-
bers either in writing or by telephone shall
not be permitted to substitute for a vote
taken at a Committee meeting, unless the
ranking minority member assents to waiver
of this requirement.

(d) Proposals for amending Committee
rules shall be sent to all members at least
one week before final action is taken there-
on, unless the amendment is made by unani-
mous consent.

RULE 2.—REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETINGS

(a) The regular meeting date of the Com-
mittee shall be the second Wednesday of
every month when the House and Senate are
in session. A regularly scheduled meeting
need not be held if there is no business to be
considered and after appropriate notification
is made to the ranking minority member.
Additional meetings may be called by the
Chair, as the Chair may deem necessary or
at the request of the majority of the mem-
bers of the Committee.

(b) If the Chair of the Committee is not
present at any meeting of the Committee,
the Vice-Chair or Ranking Member of the
majority party on the Committee who is
present shall preside at the meeting.

RULE 3.—QUORUM

(a) Five members of the Committee shall
constitute a quorum, which is required for
the purpose of closing meetings, promul-
gating Committee orders or changing the
rules of the Committee.

(b) Three members shall constitute a
quorum for purposes of taking testimony and
receiving evidence.

RULE 4.—PROXIES

(a) Written or telegraphic proxies of Com-

mittee members will be received and re-
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corded on any vote taken by the Committee,
except for the purpose of creating a quorum.

(b) Proxies will be allowed on any such
votes for the purpose of recording a mem-
ber’s position on a question only when the
absentee Committee member has been in-
formed of the question and has affirmatively
requested that the vote be recorded.

RULE 5.—OPEN AND CLOSED MEETINGS

(a) Each meeting for the transaction of
business of the Committee shall be open to
the public except when the Committee, in
open session and with a quorum present, de-
termines by roll call I vote that all or part
of the remainder of the meeting on that day
shall be closed to the public. No such vote
shall be required to close a meeting that re-
lates solely to internal budget or personnel
matters.

(b) No person other than members of the
Committee, and such congressional staff and
other representatives as they may authorize,
shall be present in any business session that
has been closed to the public.

RULE 6.—ALTERNATING CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR
BY CONGRESSES

(a) The Chair and Vice Chair of the Com-
mittee shall alternate between the House
and the Senate by Congresses: The senior
member of the minority party in the House
of Congress opposite of that of the Chair
shall be the Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee.

(b) In the event the House and Senate are
under different party control, the Chair and
Vice-Chair shall represent the majority
party in their respective Houses. When the
Chair and Vice Chair represent different par-
ties, the Vice Chair shall also fulfill the re-
sponsibilities of the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber as prescribed by these rules.

RULE 7.—PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS

Questions as to the order of business and
the procedures of the Committee shall in the
first instance be decided by the Chair; sub-
ject always to an appeal to the Committee.

RULE 8.—HEARINGS: PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS

AND WITNESSES

(a) The Chair, in the case of hearings to be
conducted by the Committee, shall make
public announcement of the date, place and
subject matter of any hearing to be con-
ducted on any measure or matter at least
one week before the commencement of that
hearing unless the Committee determines
that there is good cause to begin such hear-
ing at an earlier date. In the latter event,
the Chair shall make such public announce-
ment at the earliest possible date. The staff
director of the Committee shall promptly
notify the Daily Digest of the Congressional
Record as soon as possible after such public
announcement is made.

(b) So far as practicable, all witnesses ap-
pearing before the Committee shall file ad-
vance written statements of their proposed
testimony at least 48 hours in advance of
their appearance and their oral testimony
shall be limited to brief summaries. Limited
insertions or additional germane material
will be received for the record, subject to the
approval of the Chair.

RULE 9.—OFFICIAL HEARING RECORD

(a) An accurate stenographic record shall
be kept of all Committee proceedings and ac-
tions. Brief supplemental materials when re-
quired to clarify the transcript may be in-
serted in the record subject to the approval
of the Chair.

(b) Each member of the Committee shall be
provided with a copy of the hearing tran-
script for the purpose of correcting errors of
transcription and grammar, and clarifying
questions or remarks. If any other person is
authorized by a Committee Member to make
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his corrections, the staff director shall be so
notified.

(c) Members who have received unanimous
consent to submit written questions to wit-
nesses shall be allowed two days within
which to submit these to the staff director
for transmission to the witnesses. The record
may be held open for a period not to exceed
two weeks awaiting the responses by wit-
nesses.

(d) A witness may obtain a transcript copy
of his testimony given at a public session or,
if given at an executive session, when au-
thorized by the Committee. Testimony re-
ceived in closed hearings shall not be re-
leased or included in any report without the
approval of the Committee.

RULE 10.—WITNESSES FOR COMMITTEE HEARINGS

(a) Selection of witnesses for Committee
hearings shall be made by the Committee
staff under the direction of the Chair. A list
of proposed witnesses shall be submitted to
the members of the Committee for review
sufficiently in advance of the hearings to
permit suggestions by the Committee mem-
bers to receive appropriate consideration.

(b) The Chair shall provide adequate time
for questioning of witnesses by all members,
including minority Members and the rule of
germaneness shall be enforced in all hearings
notified.

(c) Whenever a hearing is conducted by the
Committee upon any measure or matter, the
minority on the Committee shall be entitled,
upon unanimous request to the Chair before
the completion of such hearings, to call wit-
nesses selected by the minority to testify
with respect to the measure or matter dur-
ing at least one day of hearing thereon.

RULE 11.—CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION
FURNISHED TO THE COMMITTEE

The information contained in any books,
papers or documents furnished to the Com-
mittee by any individual, partnership, cor-
poration or other legal entity shall, upon the
request of the individual, partnership, cor-
poration or entity furnishing the same, be
maintained in strict confidence by the mem-
bers and staff of the Committee, except that
any such information may be released out-
side of executive session of the Committee if
the release thereof is effected in a manner
which will not reveal the identity of such in-
dividual, partnership, corporation or entity
in connection with any pending hearing or as
a part of a duly authorized report of the
Committee if such release is deemed essen-
tial to the performance of the functions of
the Committee and is in the public interest.

RULE 12.—BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE
HEARINGS

The rule for broadcasting of Committee
hearings shall be the same as Rule XI, clause
4, of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives.

RULE 13.—COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) No Committee report shall be made
public or transmitted to the Congress with-
out the approval of a majority of the Com-
mittee except when Congress has adjourned:
provided that any member of the Committee
may make a report supplementary to or dis-
senting from the majority report. Such sup-
plementary or dissenting reports should be
as brief as possible.

(b) Factual reports by the Committee staff
may be printed for distribution to Com-
mittee members and the public only upon
authorization of the Chair either with the
approval of a majority of the Committee or
with the consent of the Ranking Minority
Member.

RULE 14.—CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMITTEE

REPORTS

No summary of a Committee report, pre-

diction of the contents of a report, or state-
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ment of conclusions concerning any inves-
tigation shall be made by a member of the
Committee or by any staff member of the
Committee prior to the issuance of a report
of the Committee.

RULE 15.—COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) The Committee shall have a staff direc-
tor, selected by the Chair. The staff director
shall be an employee of the House of Rep-
resentatives or of the Senate.

(b) The Ranking Minority Member may
designate an employee of the House of Rep-
resentatives or of the Senate as the minority
staff director.

(c) The staff director, under the general su-
pervision of the Chair, is authorized to deal
directly with agencies of the Government
and with non-Government groups and indi-
viduals on behalf of the Committee.

(d) The Chair or staff director shall timely
notify the Ranking Minority Member or the
minority staff director of decisions made on
behalf of the Committee.

RULE 16.—COMMITTEE CHAIR

The Chair of the Committee may establish
such other procedures and take such actions
as may be necessary to carry out the fore-
going rules or to facilitate the effective oper-
ation of the Committee. Specifically, the
Chair is authorized, during the interim peri-
ods between meetings of the Committee, to
act on all requests submitted by any execu-
tive department, independent agency, tem-
porary or permanent commissions and com-
mittees of the Federal Government, the Gov-
ernment Publishing Office and any other
Federal entity, pursuant to the requirements
of applicable Federal law and regulations.

———

JOINT COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS
ON THE LIBRARY RULES OF
PROCEDURE

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, on April
30, 2019, the Joint Committee of Con-
gress on the Library organized, elected
a chair, a vice chair, and adopted com-
mittee rules for the 116th Congress.
Members of the Joint Committee on
the Library elected Senator Roy Blunt
as chair and Representative Zoe Lof-
gren as vice chair.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 2,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I
ask unanimous consent that a copy of
the committee rules be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY—I116TH

CONGRESS

TITLE I—MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

1. Regular meetings may be called by the
Chair, with the concurrence of the Vice
Chair, as may be deemed necessary or pursu-
ant to the provision of paragraph 3 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate.

2. Meetings of the committee, including
meetings to conduct hearings, shall be open
to the public, except that a meeting or series
of meetings by the committee on the same
subject for a period of no more than 14 cal-
endar days may be closed to the public on a
motion made and seconded to go into closed
session to discuss only whether the matters
enumerated in subparagraphs (A) through
(F) would require the meeting to be closed
followed immediately by a recorded vote in
open session by a majority of the members of
the committee when it is determined that
the matters to be discussed or the testimony
to be taken at such meeting or meetings—
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(A) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(B) will relate solely to matters of the
committee staff personnel or internal staff
management or procedures;

(C) will tend to charge an individual with
a crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy of
an individual;

(D) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terest of effective law enforcement;

(E) will disclose information relating to
the trade secrets or financial or commercial
information pertaining specifically to a
given person if—

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or

(2) the information has been obtained by
the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
benefit, and is required to be kept secret in
order to prevent undue injury to the com-
petitive position of such person; or

(F) may divulge matters required to be
kept confidential under the provisions of law
or Government regulation. (Paragraph 5(b) of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate.)

3. Written notices of committee meetings
will normally be sent by the committee’s
staff director to all members at least 3 days
in advance. In addition, the committee staff
will email or telephone reminders of com-
mittee meetings to all members of the com-
mittee or to the appropriate staff assistants
in their offices.

4. A copy of the committee’s intended
agenda enumerating separate items of com-
mittee business will normally be sent to all
members of the committee by the staff direc-
tor at least 1 day in advance of all meetings.
This does not preclude any member of the
committee from raising appropriate non-
agenda topics.

5. Any witness who is to appear before the
committee in any hearing shall file with the
clerk of the committee at least 3 business
days before the date of his or her appearance,
a written statement of his or her proposed
testimony and an executive summary there-
of, in such form as the Chair may direct, un-
less the Chair waived such a requirement for
good cause.

TITLE II—QUORUMS

1. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(1) of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules, 4 members of
the committee shall constitute a quorum.

2. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(2) of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules, 2 members of
the committee shall constitute a quorum for
the purpose of taking testimony; provided,
however, once a quorum is established, any
one member can continue to take such testi-
mony.

3. Under no circumstance may proxies be
considered for the establishment of a
quorum.

TITLE III—VOTING

1. Voting in the committee on any issue
will normally be by voice vote.

2. If a third of the members present so de-
mand, a recorded vote will be taken on any
question by roll call.
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